
 

Introduction to Shakespeare 

Ideally suited to Years 6, 7 and 8. 

Length: 75 minutes 

This workshop session gives a joyous and 

involving introduction to Shakespeare’s life 
and works. The workshop will include 
dramatised excerpts from a selection of plays 

including Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Much Ado About 
Nothing and Henry IV (part I). The workshop 

will also explore key elements of 
Shakespeare’s language and will provide 
teachers and students with a fun and 

interactive base on which they will be able to 
build the study of a full text in subsequent 

years. 
 

 

Student Feedback 

 

It was a laugh but it also made Shakespeare clearer and more 

understandable. 

It made Shakespeare seem cool. 

The best thing of all of it was I can’t choose a best part 
because 
it was all brilliant! 
 
It was exciting and very interesting with all the different plays. I liked the mini plays 
and how modern it all was. 
 
I’ve learnt that Shakespeare isn’t boring. 

This will stick in our memory more than an English lesson would because it was so 
energetic and fun! I loved it! 
  

 

 

95% of young 

people found the 

experience really 

worthwhile.  



 

Teacher feedback 

The performance of the extract from ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was fantastic and Year 8 pupils 

were really engaged. It was a great mix of Shakespearean language and modern 

explanation. I was also impressed with the way you guys dealt with the pupils’ strange 

questions! 

Really great- watching this performance will give students a 

real boost and more confidence for when they next approach 
Shakespeare.  

Really enjoyed it-all the student interaction was great and they 
clearly learnt a great deal. 

 By presenting the plays in simpler terms it made it much 

more accessible for the students. The comedy elements were also great. 

This makes a huge difference to their attitude when we study it more formally in class. 

 We will undoubtedly plan further Shakespeare-themed work for the children as a direct 

result of this morning. It really has proved to be an excellent stimulus 

 

Your questions answered 

What size space do I need? 
Ideally a main school assembly hall, theatre or drama hall. We prefer not to perform in a 
school gym or sports hall owing to the potentially poor acoustics. We need a performance 

space that is at least 6m x6 m with two power points and require access to the space 90 
minutes before and 60 minutes after the performance. The performance is directed and 
designed to be performed ideally in the round though this can be negotiated owing to the 

requirements of social distancing.  
 
How many students can attend? 

The audience can be as large as 150.  Please discuss with us if you have a larger audience.  
 
Can I get a discount if I book more than one show? 

Yes, if it’s the same show on the same day. 
 
Can we have multiple year groups attending the performance? 

Yes, you can. 
 
Does this performance relate directly to the curriculum? 

Yes. Our Head of Intelligence, a former English teacher, has researched the key assessment 
criteria of the major examination boards. 
 

To book this, please contact tourbooker@boxclevertheatre.com 
 

 

Box Clever Theatre 
V315 Vox Studios | 1-45 Durham Street | Vauxhall | London | SE11 5JH 

96% of teachers  

felt that the students were 
challenged to think differently 

about Shakespeare. 
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